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Selectmen—Geo. S. Ewins, G. C. Jesseman, E. H. Cook.
Treasurer—Jason C. Little.
Overseer of Poor—E. H. Keniston.
Sexton—J. C. Blair.
Fish and Game Wardens—W. H. Adams, J. S. Avery.
S. E. Stiekney.
Police—B. J. Philbrick, C. B. Berry, S. E. Stickney.





















3, Cash on hand,
C. G. Avery, collector,
10, G. W. Wallace, lease money for 1895,
C. W. Pulsifer,
12, C. G. Avery, collector,
22, Leon E. Chase for note,
16, Emily Marvin "
18, A. B. Sawyer "
23, N. P. Kendrick for old brick,
21, C. G. Avery, collector,
13, " " "
1, S. Sherburn for note,
J. S. Avery "
Lester M. Avery for note,
14, E. H. Keniston, overseer,
16, C. G. Avery, collector,
18, Moses A. Hall for note,
1, G. W. Coffin
P. C. Hill
Sarah M. Cook "
17, N. L. Shaw
J. C. Muchmore, peddler's license,
24, C. G. Avery, collector,
30, W. H. Coffin for note,
1, H. M. Coffin
17, C. G. Avery, collector,
Gardiner Little, dog licenses,
E. H. Sanborn, bowling- and billiard
license, 1896,





NOTES AND INTEREST PAID.
Mar. 23, Leon E. Chase, note in full,
Apr. 7, Hannah J. Caldon, endorsed on note,
16, Emily Marvin, note in full,
18, A. B. Sawyer. " "
May 1, Lester M. Avery, " "
M. C. Spokesfield, endorsed on note,
J. S. Avery, note in full,
28, Mary A. Jones, " "
June 1, D. C. Hill ex'r B. L. Hill, note in full,
G. W. Coffin,
July 1, H. M. Coffin,
6, D. C. Hill,
A. B. Sawyer, endorsed on note,
M. C. Spokesfield, "
Sept. 19, G. P. Cook, Sally Luce note in full,
Oct. 1, G. R. Leavitt, endorsement on note,
16, J. Almeida, three notes in full,
24, A. B. Sawyer, endorsement on note,
Nov. 16, G. R. Leavitt, note in full,
Dec. 29, J. F. Rutherford, endorsed on note,
26, E. Blaisdell,
31, W. H. Coffin, note in full,
1897.
Feb. 3, G. R, Leavitt, endorsed on note,




J. H. Plummer in Account with the Town of Campton.
DR.
Cash rec'd of treasurer on order from selectmen, §2,000 00
CR.
Mar. 18, J. Frank Smith, work on culvert, $ 3 00











Darius Moulton, dynamite, 65
N. Evans, labor, 5 00
Geo. Avery, " 6 75
G. H. Little, " 4 25
May 1, Joseph Tondreau, labor 14 25
Henry DeCato, " 14 25
9, Henry DeCato, " 10 50
Joseph Tondreau, " 9 00
Calvin Russell, " 18 00
23, Rueben Avery, " 18 75
16, Joseph Tondreau, " 9 00
G. C. Jesseman, " 18 00
Calvin Russell. " 9 00
Reuben L. Avery, " 7 50
Henry DeCato, " 9 00
18, G. C. Jesseman, " 12 75
June 1, A. J. Lovitt, " 3 8
J. A. Blaisdell, " 6 45
9
June 1, E. E. Coffin, boarding team,
W. C. Currier, labor,
G. W. Coffin,
8. M. Batchelder, "
J. M. Blaisdell,
J. C. Blair, keeping- team,
George Avery, labor,
W. a Pulsifer, "
D. A. Smith, boarding team,
2, J. P. Mason, boarding man and team,
Geo. W. Coffin,
J. Hadlock, carting and express,
G. F. Blaisdell, shavings,
J. H. Downing, labor and boarding team,
W. E. O. Foss, boarding team,
J. M, Pulsifer, plank and boarding team,
4, S. M. Batchelder, labor,
S. T. Page,
F. A. Avery, "
Carl A. Mitchell, "
J. M. Pulsifer,
J. M. Russell, boarding team,
W. C. Currier, plank,
Geo. O. Brown, labor,
F. A. Avery, "
E. E. Coffin,
C. B. Caldon, boarding team,
J. A. Kelley, labor,
Austin G. Simpson, shingling bridge,
Addison Barker, boarding men and team,
Joseph W. Johnson, labor,
S. M. Batchelder,
5, D. W. Ames,
23, Nathan Pierce, plank and lumber,
Calvin Russell,











June 23, John F. Bump, boarding te&'in,.
Darius Moulton, dynamite,
James M. Wallace,
T. G. Ames, labor,
R. L, Avery, "
G. A. Avery, u
W* C Pulsifer, boarding team,
C. W. Pulsifer,, labor,










Foss & Fifield, busk scythe,.
J. F. Smith, labor,
G. W. Chase, cutting bushes,
N. Evans, labor,
Win. Miclon, "
E. Dole & Co., grain,
Benj. Downing, 2,600 ft. plank.
27, E. E. Coffin,
M. B. Cone, 3 posts,
F. P. Hart, lumber,
Geo. O. Brown, work and lumber.
Frank LaPlant, 8 hours work,
81, Edward Foley,
C. B. Caldon, lumber,
J. N. McCoy, use of team,
B. F. Smith, 8 hours work,
27, A. J. Adams,
W. H. Adams, nails, etc.,





D. W. Ames, labor, f 5 95
S. E. Stickney, u 1 50
J. F. Bump, " 4 50
M. W. Merrill, " 4 45
G. W. Coffin, g 3T
Moses Spoke-field, repairing his road, 7 00
H. R. Garland, labor, 7 37
G. D. Willougbby, " 2 25-
Smith Batchelder, breaking roads, 22 44
H. N. Abbott, " " 6 99
G. Brown, " " 6 22
J. M. Pulsifer, " »• 10 55
C. G. Avery, 30 50





On page 13 the total should be $850.87 instead of
1844.85.
Under head of miscellaneous expenses should appear
E. H. Cook for expenses, S8.00.
On page 17 balance indebtedness should be $9,425.31
instead of $8,865.08.





STATE AND COUNTY TAXES.
Sept. 28, George H. Turner, county tax, $835 13
Dec. 10, Solon A. Carter, state tax, 850 00
1,685 13
SHEEP KILLED BY DOGS.












W. C. Palsifer, election inspector 1894 and 1896,
C. B. Berry, police at elections "
Mark Spokesfield, supervisor,
W. G. Hubbard, services and expenses on
school board,
C. G. Avery, collector 1895,
Robert Ford, school board and treasurer,
E. Dole, auditor,












G. C. Jessaman, 6 hawks,
E. H. Cook, 28
G. S. Ewins, 40






















Notes and interest outstanding against town, $18,290 39
CR
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REPORT OF OVERSEER OF POOR.
Town of Campton in Account with E. H. Keniston.
1896.
Cash from last year, $ 30 80
May 15, Order on town treasurer, 125 00
Nov. 4, " " " 350 00
1897.
Feb. 12. Order on town treasurer. 195 00
1700 80
AID RENDERED DEPENDENT SOLDrERS.
May 12, A. D, Muchmore for C. E.
Sanborn and wife,
H. A. Cheney for C. E. Sanborn and wife,
Tufts & Co.,
E. H. Keniston, wood for C. E.
Sanborn and wife,
E. H. Keniston, supplies for C. E.
Sanborn and wife,
Nov, E. H. Keniston, supplies for C. E.
Sanborn and wife,
A. D. Muchmore, for C. E. Sanborn
and wife,
Tufts & Co., for C. E. Sanborn and wife,
1897.
Feb. E. H. Keniston, supplies for C. E.
Sanborn and wife, 21 00
A. D. Muchmore for C. E. Sanborn
and wife, 4 50
A. D. Muchmore for E. H. Barry, - 43 30
E. H. Keniston " " 19 81
15
19
Feb. F. H. Crowell, for E. H. Barry, wood
C. B. Caldon
E. H. Keniston " "
1
20
Feb. 15, W. H. Adams for Alma C. Webber,
G. T. C. Smith for Chas. Smith,








Number entombed and buried in
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WEST CAflPTON BRIDGE CASE.
Report of J. P. Snow, Referee.
In accordance with an agreement entered into between
the Town of Campton, N. H., and the Berlin Iron Bridge
Co., dated September 12th, 1896, naming me as referee to
decide which party shall pay the expense of certain repairs
on the cylinder pier under the West Campton bridge, I
submit the following report:
—
The pier in question was put in during the season of
1895 by the Berlin Iron Bridge Co., under a signed agree-
ment with the Town of Campton, dated June 26th, 1895,
the essential part of which agreement was as follows:— That
the Bridge Co., agreed to erect complete a cylinder pier on
the most approved plan, to be done in a thorough and work-
manlike manner, etc., and warranted against defective
workmanship or material. The work to be done in such
manner as to support the centre of the bridge and keep it
from settling any more.
It appears that the Bridge Co., examined the site,
made measurements, designed the structure and built it with-
out submitting plans or specifications to the town, and that
the town left the whole matter in the hands of the Company
without written stipulations as to sizes, dimensions or de-
tails other than as expressed above.
The pier as built, consisted of two cylinders 36 inches
in diameter, placed one on each side of the bridge at its
centre as near the outside boarding as possible, the line
joining the piers being at right angles to the bridge. Five
piles were driven for each cylinder; the cylinder was placed
over them and filled with cement concrete. They were
then covered with plate iron riveted on, and capped with
two 15 inch I beams, placed about 18 inches apart on
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centres. A cross strut was secured between the cylinders
near the ground level and diagonal sway rods attached to
this and the I beams above. The bridge was jacked up
and timber bolsters inserted between the bottom chords and
the I beams. The I beams were riveted to the cylinder
heads and a tie plate riveted to their top flanges over the
centre of cylinder.
While the piers were being put in, the Selectmen stop-
ped the workmen from proceeding and notified the Bridge
Co., that they were dissatisfied because the piles were not
cut off below low water level. The Company replied by let-
ter, dated Sept. 24th, 1895, in substance that they would do
as directed by the Selectmen, but if they did so that the
Town would have to take the responsibility for the perma-
nence of the cylinders. They strongly advised that the
piles be left nearly to the top of the cylinders, but directed
their foreman to follow the instructions of the Selectmen in
the matter. The Selectmen decided to allow the Com-
pany to complete the work in their own way and offered no
further official objection.
After the work was finished, the Town employed Mr.
S. F. Patterson of the Boston & Maine railroad, to examine
the work, and on his report, paid the price agreed upon to
the Berlin Bridge Co.
During the ice freshet on March 1st, 1896, one of the
diagonal ties was broken, the other badly stretched, the up-
stream cylinder crowded westward and the I beams crip-
pled over this cylinder.
After correspondence and consultation between the
Selectmen and Bridge Co., an agreement dated Sept. 12th,
1896, mentioned at the beginning of this report was entered
into wherein the Bridge Co., agrees to immediately put the
pier in a suitable condition of repair and keep a strict ac-
count of the cost of the same, and both parties agree to sub-
mit the matter to the undersigned as arbitrator to decide
which party shall bear the expense of said repairs.
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On Nov. 11th, 1896, I examined the bridge in response
to a rather informal notice from Mr. F. E. Sprague, agent
of the Berlin Bridge Co. Neither party in interest was
present at the examination. The damage to the pier was
substantially as above described, the upstream cylinder
being approximately 4 inches out of plumb. The east
end of the upstream arch was also nearly cut through by
the ice at the skew back. The paint on the cylinders
showed that the ice had risen within two or three feet of
their tops and the crowding of the cylinder westward, that
is, lengthways of the bridge was evidently the cause of the
crippling of the I beams. There were no diaphragms be-
tween the beams to hold them vertical; the tie plate on top
could offer but little resistance to overturning and the top
flanges being pressed into the wood bolster, and the bottom
riveted to the head of the cylinder, the whole lateral thrust
of the ice had to be resisted by the stiffness of the piles and
the thin webs of the beams. That the destruction was
not greater speaks well for the style of pier adopted and
gives promise of considerable permanence if the defects of
the design are corrected.
On Nov. 24th, after formal written notice, a hearing
was held at Concord. The town was represented and its
case presented by Selectmen G. S. Ewins and E. H. Cook
and Ex-Road Agent W. H. Stickney. Mr. F. E. Sprague
represented the Berlin Bridge Co.
It appeared at the hearing that the contemplated re-
pairs had been executed subsequent to the time of my visit.
The crippled beams were twisted back to an upright posi-
tion, two additional beams put outside of them and the
brace rods repaired or renewed. The additional beams
were some 53-lbs., per yard heavier than the original ones.
The statements made for the Town went to show that
larger cylinders and more piles had been mentioned, if not
contemplated by the Company in its preliminary negotia-
tions than were ultimately used, one item of evidence to this
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effect being that the original pile order given to a lumber
dealer in the vicinity was for 30 piles. This Older was
afterwards changed to 10. Mr. Sprague claimed that the
agent who placed the original order may have contemplated
using some of the piles for false work, but it is probable I
think, that the design adopted by the engineers of the Com-
pany did not make use of so large cylinders as the agent
talked of using at first. It was claimed that the pier
should have been set diagonally with the bridge instead of
square to better fit the thread of the current; that this con-
dition was brought to the attention of the agents before the
design was made. That the foreman of erection was
cautioned as to the necessity of staying the heads of the
cylinders against displacement from the lateral thrust of the
ice and that the piles should have been driven deeper than
they were. Mr, Sprague claimed that the Company did
all that was called for in the contract, that they warranted
only the workmanship and material, that it would be absurd
to expect the Company to warrant the permanence of a pier
in a Northern river and that if the Town had wanted any-
thing different, it should have been inserted in the contract.
He also claimed on the strength of a report from his fore-
man, that the beams were crippled by a movement of the
bridge to the eastward, caused by the cutting away of the
arch mentioned above.
Mention was made of a guy that was once attached to
the upstream top chord. The history of this guy is in-
teresting, but the evidence showed that it was broken in
December, 1895, and hence it could have no bearing on the
trouble that occurred in the following March.
The question at issue is whether the Town or Bridge
Co., shall pay for the material and labor involved in the
work done under the agreement of September 12th last.
If the Company executed their contract of June 26th, 1895,
faithfully and well, then I think the Town should assume
26
the responsibility of future accidents. If tins contract
was not properly executed, I think the Compauy should per-
fect its work or repair such damages as may occur. The
Company made the design, fixed upon all dimensions and
details, furnished the materials and put the strnctnre in
place. In a design of this kind, much has to be guessed
at, very little can be proportioned by calculation as in regu-
lar bridge work. If the plan adopted provided amply, as far
as could be foreseen, for the work that would naturally come
on the various parts and if the material and workmanship
was reasonably good, I think the contract would be Allied
and the Company free from responsibility. Larger cylin-
ders and more piles driven deeper into the ground would
undoubtedly be more stable, but these seem to have been
able to carry the vertical load and were not undermined.
I think it must be conceded that the size of cylinders and
number of piles is reasonably satisfactory, although the
Town has just cause for feeling unsatisfied because they
were not furnished with what they were led to expect.
The Company did well to object to cutting the piles at low
water. I think if this had been done that the whole pier
would have been cleaned out by the March freshet. The
material is apparently good and the workmanship fair.
The I beams seem to have carried the weight of the bridge
without bending. The failure of the brace rods appears
to me to be unimportant; it is unreasonable to expect any
ordinary sized rod to hold the sway of a member three
inches in diameter. The only vital failure was the crip-
pling of the north end of the I beams. This I think was
wholly due to the side thrust of the ice on the cylinder.
I do not think the bridge has moved eastward as claimed by
Mr. Sprague, as the spur braces against the abutments were
not displaced at the time of my examination.
I consider the desgin defective in not providing any-
thing effective to hold the head of the cylinders from move-
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ment east or west. Even if the pier had been set diagon-
ally to the bridge exactly in line with the current, the ice
would be very likely at times to exert a powerful lateral
thrust and as the pier is placed at an angle with the current,
this thrust transversely to the beams is assured. This
defect was noticed during construction by Mr. Stickney and
the foreman's attention called to it, and it seems to me that
the designer should have provided for it or the Company
have heeded Mr. Stickney's warning. A view of the
structure at ri^ht angles to the line of the I beams will
show the instability complained of.
The construction cannot be considered of the most ap-
proved plan or of such a nature as to keep the bridge from
settling anymore when there is no provision against crip-
pling the beams by side thrust. I think the Bridge Co.,
should repair the damage caused by this defect, and should
remedy the defect so that similar failure will not be likely to
occur in the future. The job should not have been paid for
of course until thiswas done, but a contract should be ful-
filled even if payment is made in advance.
The agreement of September last was to make "suitable
repairs." I do not think this agreement has been proper-
ly carried out in as much as the defect which caused the
principal failure has not been remedied. The two origi-
nal beams can have but little stiffness after having been
twisted back and forth. The new beams as I understand
it, are not fastened to the cylinder head. I see but little
to prevent a recurrence of the trouble.
I would recommend that the brace rods be removed;
they simply form a snare to catch drift and ice. The
strut at ground level does no harm nor good, I would leave
it in place. The new beams should be secured to the
cylinder heads and there should be two diaphragms over
each cylinder; one of these could perhaps be replaced by an
end plate if the ends of the four beams are fair. To be
28
perfectly effective, these diaphragms should be the full
depth of the beam webs and be riveted in. The four
beam arrangement now in place, however, will necessitate
bolts instead of rivets. With these diaphragms in there
will then be the possibility of the beams bending sideways
from the leverage between the cylinder and bolster, but I
think the four beams will safely resist this.
The new beams added are about 1,000 pounds heavier
than the old ones; these latter are no doubt of some use in
the structure, and if the Bridge Co., puts in diaphragms and
fastenings as recommended, the Town will have a pier
somewhat better than would be necessary to fill the contract
according to the above reasoning. I apprize the better-
ment at fifty dollars ($50.00.)
I find therefore that the Berlin Bridge Co., should bear
the whole cost of repairs and the expense of the hearing, ex-
cept that the town of Campton shall pay them fifty dollars
($50.00) when they put in suitable diaphragms or equally
effective devices as indicated above.
I believe, with the above additions, that the pier will
support the bridge satisfactorily and will resist the action of
ordinary freshets for many years. From statements re-
ceived at the time of my examination of the bridge, I infer
that the ice run of 1896 was fully as heavy as is ordinary.
The fact that the pier stood at all in its incomplete condi-
tion gives reason to hope for considerable permanence if it
is put in proper condition. The condition of the super-
structure demands I think that the rule against fast driving
through it be enforced.
Respectfully submitted,
J. P. SNOW,
Bridge Engineer, B. & M. R. It.
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Received of town treasurer, $1,550 00
PAID TEACHERS', INCLUDING BOARD.
June 26, Mattie R. Wallace, No. 1, $ 40 00
Mattie Wallace, carrying pupils. 8 00
Myrtie C. Ferrin, No. 2, 56 00
Myrtie Ferrin, car fare, 1 00
Ida E. Stouecliffe, No. 3, 56 00
Ada L. Bnmp, " 4, 56 00
Jennie Stickney, "' 5, 40 00
Annie L. Blair, " 6, 39 00
Annie E. Stickney, " 7, 40 00
Frances H. Smith, " 8, 40 00
Hattie Hildreth, " 10, 40 00
Hattie Hildreth, care fare, 3 12
Winnie R. Swift, No. 11, 44 00
Maty O. Taylor, " 12, 49 00
Mary O. Taylor, car fare, 1 33
Nov. 20, Mattie R. Wallace, No. 1, 50 00
Mattie Wallace, carrying pupils, 10 00
Myrtie C. Ferrin, No. 2, 70 00
Myrtie C. Ferrin, car fare, 1 00
Ida E. Stonecliffe, No. 3, 70
Jessie M. Maloon, " 4, 70 00
Jessie Maloon, car fare and conveyance, 1 50
Lena M. McLeod, No. 5, 50 00
Lena McLeod, conveyance, 75
Mary E. Evans, No. 6, 60 00
Mary Evans, car fare, 3 11
Mary Evans, conveyance from Plymouth, 1 50
35
Nov. 20, Annie E. Stickney, No. 7,
Frances H. Smith, " 8,
Laura Stickney, '' 9,
Hattie S. Hildreth, " 10,
Hattie S. Hildreth, car fare,
Winnie R. Swift, No. 11,
25, Mary O. Taylor, " 12,
Mary O. Taylor, car fare,
$ 50
36
Sept. 11, H. W. Jesseman, hauling sheath-
ing, etc., in No. 6, 3 00
H. W. Jesseman, cleaning school house, 2 00
15, W. G. Hubbard, wood and small supplies, 9 25
26, H. H. Lougee, work and paint
stock in No. 6, 16 10
Oct. 20, Alice Brown, cleaning school house, No. 2, 1 50
Nov. 3, Mary E. Hildreth, repairs and district
supplies, 2 97
Mary E. Hildreth, district supplies
and repairs, 3 85
17, Nathan Shaw, work, No. 10, 5 92
20, S. M. Avery, work and bricks, No. 10,
Mary E. Hildreth, repairs and supplies,
Winfield G. Hubbard, repairs,
24, Herbert Avery, work on chimney in No. 10,
Dec. 4, W. H. Adams, school supplies,
10, J. M. Wallace, carrying pupils No. 12,
1897.




Having examined the foregoing accounts we find them
correctly cast and properly vouched.
ERASTUS DOLE,
| Auditor8GEORGE H. LITTLE. \ Jlucuto s '
3 50
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REPORT OF SCHOOL BOARD.
The School Board as of late years, followed the plan of
general equality among the schools, showing no partiality to
the districts most thickly populated but giving to each school
the same number of weeks.
The teachers all met the School Board at Blairs' the
first day of the spring term, where a written examination
was held, after which each teacher received her certificate.
The teachers were then directed by the School Board as to
the methods we desired in teaching the various studies;
composition, declamations, etc., also morals, punctuality,
order, school diccipline, rules for the Roll of Honor badges,
dismissals, keeping the slate registers, etc. The teachers
have carried out these directions so that all our children
have, as far as the committe are able to arrange for it, equal
advantages. At the close of the spring term of eight weeks
the schools gathered the last day for a session at the Town
House, the School Board being present, and the teachers
then received their pay and delivered their registers, and
the Roll of Honor badges were distributed.
The school house in District No. 10, was put in good
repair last summer, sheathed within, chimney rebuilt and
old desks retopped, so that with the nice blackboards and
the protection from weather which the improvements secure,
gives now a cosy school room in the district towards Ells-
worth. The building on Beech Hill has also been renovat-
ed and greatly improved by sheathing and blackboards and
we look forward to a corresponding improvement in the in-
terest and attendance of pupils in that quarter.
We need more money for school purposes and we trust
that the need will be recognized by the voters of this town.
Eighteen weeks instruction was all we could provide with
our means this year on account of short funds, and eighteen
38
weeks a year is a very meager term of schooling for the
children of our town. School was held in twelve districts
in this town of Campton. The one child of school age in
District No. 13, was conveyed to District No. 12, at an aver-
age cost of $1.25 per week. The children at Livermore
Falls were conveyed to District No. 1, at a "cost of 25 cents
per capita per week. Other towns are finding it expedi-
ent to hold graded schools and have the pupils conveyed to
one building, where the children come under better rules of
order, a more exacting method of recitation and have the
drill of written examination. The elevating stimulus of
intellectual competition will do more for the higher educa-
tion of our children than the present methods.
The school work of the year 1896 although not marked
by striking success or failure was, we trust, a solid block
added to the educational architecture of our civilization.
What does education do? What must it do towards ad-
vancing happiness and civilization? A noted divine lately
defines civilization as a "means of getting tired." If this
be so, education should teach the way out of the mazes of
civilization.
M. E. HILDRETH,
Chairman of the School Board.
January, 1897.
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STATISTICAL TABLE.



